Researcher project: Template for the project description 

Please complete all items or provide appropriate reference to the item on the grant application form. Project descriptions should be written using Times New Roman 12 pt font and 2 cm margins.
1. Relevance

Please provide a brief description of the relevance of the project relative to the call for proposals. 

2. Aspects relating to the research project

The objectives are to be described in the grant application form.

2.1. Background and status of knowledge

Applicants are to provide a brief description of the background for the project, and document their familiarity with the research area as well as their understanding of the key challenges to knowledge, nationally as well as internationally. 

2.2. Approaches, hypotheses and choice of method
-  Approaches to the research problem and/or hypotheses are to be presented clearly and must be adequately defined in relation to the objectives and project plan. It is important to describe how the project will serve to expand existing knowledge, how it represents original thinking and  scientific renewal and/or how the knowledge provides a basis, and may generate a need, for further research in the field. 

-  Describe the theoretical approach and show how research problems have been defined as well as the scientific methods and/or means of analysis that will be utilised. Justify the choice of method/analysis, and explain how these methods/analyses will be appropriate in relation to the project’s research problems and/or hypotheses. Alternatively, you may describe how the project will help to develop the necessary methodology and/or theory. 

-  The application of a multi- and interdisciplinary approach should be described when this is relevant.
2.3. The project plan, project management, organisation and cooperation 

► The project period and progress plan encompassing the project’s main activities and milestones are to be provided in the grant application form. A more detailed description of the project implementation may be provided in the project description. 

-  Please provide a detailed account of the planned project implementation. Particularly in the case of large-scale and/or complex projects, it is important to describe the planning of the individual components as well as how interaction between these will take place. The project must be realistic and feasible, professionally, organisationally, and in relation to planned use of resources. 

-  Describe how and to what degree the project will utilise and develop national research expertise and/or build networks within the subject area. 

-   When relevant, a description should be provided of international or global perspectives and challenges that form the basis for the effort, or of which the project is a part. The way in which the choice of national and international partners will help to enhance the project’s merit and feasibility should also be described.

-   If there are particular user groups that are relevant for the project, these should be specified, and the manner of their involvement should be described. Particularly in the case of applied and industry-oriented research, a description of the impact of the project and its results for key user groups must be provided. 

-   An overview of the overall resources from the applicant institution that will be significant to the implementation of the project must be provided. This is in addition to the overview over planned project funding provided in the grant application form. Information regarding the individual(s) and/or institution(s) that will be taking part in the project must be provided. Describe the participating researchers’ expertise, resources and/or available infrastructure in relation to the project. 

-  For projects involving fellowships, a brief summary about the teaching environment and the framework in place for ensuring that the candidate(s) complete the programme must be provided. For overseas research grants, information about the research environment that the candidate is expected to visit must be provided.

-   CVs documenting the qualifications of key project personnel must be attached to the grant application. 

► The various partners taking part in the project should be entered under the item for Partners in the grant application form. When cooperation entails the signing of a consortium agreement, this should be stated in the project description. 

2.4. Budget

► Budget information is to be included in the grant application form. Fields are also provided there for entering details relating to the cost and funding plans. Any further details that are needed may be provided in the project description. This will be particularly relevant for large-scale and/or complex projects. 
3.  Perspectives and compliance with strategic documents 

3.1. Compliance with strategic documents

An account must be provided of how the project is in keeping with the strategic objectives and plans laid down by the applicant institution/company, and/or in relevant subject-specific evaluations and research agendas. 

3.2. Relevance to society

When appropriate, the project’s relevance to society should be described. For instance, it should be stated whether the project will help to provide knowledge for policy design and test the ramifications of policies that have been implemented, or whether the project promotes knowledge/competence that in the short or long term will impact on the ability to meet important knowledge challenges in the public and private sectors as well as in civil society at large This may be placed in a regional, national, international or global context. 
3.3. Environmental perspectives

The Research Council is concerned about the ramifications for the external environment of the projects it funds. A description must be provided of any major environmental impacts (positive or negative) expected as a consequence of the utilisation of the findings of the research project. Describe any primary or secondary objectives aimed at shedding light on such environmental impacts that have been defined.

3.4. Ethical aspects

Projects funded under the Research Council must maintain a high ethical standard. A description must be provided of any major ethical issues relating to the research activities and/or utilisation of results. If the project has ethical implications, the plans for how these will be dealt with must be described, see link to checklist for ethical issues. 

3.5. Gender equality and gender perspectives 

The Research Council seeks to ensure that all funded projects promote gender equality in Norwegian research, and considers it essential that gender perspectives receive adequate focus. Please describe these perspectives in the context of the project, see link. 

4. Communication with users and utilisation of results

4.1 Communication with users

When relevant, information must be provided regarding how principal users will be involved in the project and which information channels will be used to communicate research findings. 
4.2. Dissemination plan

The Research Council considers it vital that results from Council-funded projects are disseminated satisfactorily and effectively in recognised scientific journals as well as in popular science publications aimed at relevant user groups. 

►Plans for scholarly and popular dissemination activities are to be included in the grant application form. Any further details may be provided in the project description. 
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